
ABC HANDBOOK
HOUSE RULES

The development of mutual respect between the RD, RD’s family, RAs, and students is of vital 
importance in maintaining a pleasant atmosphere in which to work and live. Everyone’s effort is 
needed to achieve this goal. The following are general guidelines to enhance the functioning of 
the Program. Individual exceptions to these guidelines must be requested in writing from the 
student to the RD or Board of Directors. 

1. Students are expected to treat each other and adults in the ABC Program with respect. Students 
will use appropriate language at all times.

2. Students must consult with the RD if  they wish to be out of  the House overnight on other than 
a Host Family weekend or if  they wish to have overnight guests in the House. Members of  the 
opposite sex are not allowed to stay overnight. 

3. Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes unless ill or an excuse has been approved by 
the RD. Students are expected to be at school on time. In the case of  illness, the RD must be 
directly notified before 7:00 a.m. If  a student becomes sick while at school, the RD should be 
notified. 

4. Students must follow the House curfews and study hours that are listed below. 

Day of  Week Study Hours Curfew 
Fr & Soph 
Lights Out

Jr & Sr
Lights Out

Sun 7:00 – 9:45 pm 10:15pm 10:45pm 11:15pm

Sun * 8:00 – 10:00 10:15 10:45 11:15

Mon 7:00 – 9:45 10:15 10:45 11:15

Tues 7:00 – 9:45 10:15 10:45 11:15

Wed 8:00 – 10:00 10:15 10:45 11:15

Thur 7:00 – 9:45 10:15 10:45 11:15

Fri and Sat: fr & soph None 11:00 1:00 am ----

                 : jr & sr None 12:00   ---- 1:00 am

* Sunday of  host family weekend. 
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5. During study hours, each student must be at her desk and engaged in schoolwork. Students who 
wish to work together may do so only with permission from a RA and only in areas designated 
for group work. (A student on House Honors may study in her bedroom and may return from 
host family nights and weekends at 10:15.) Parents who call during homework time are asked to 
call back outside of  study hours.

6. Attendance during study hours is required unless specific permission for exemption or a specific 
modification in individual study schedule is made with the RD. 

7. Care must be taken that noise or other activities do not bother other members of  the House or 
the neighborhood. Television, stereos, radios, and voice level must be moderate and reasonable. 

8. Students are encouraged to bring their friends to the House. Guests of  the opposite sex are to 
be entertained in the common rooms only. Students must inform a RD or RA of  guests.

9. Prompt attendance at all meals is required. Students must ask the RD at least one hour in 
advance for the following privileges: 

•To miss a meal
•To have a dinner guest
•To come late to dinner

10. Quiet hours are to be maintained during study periods and after lights out. This means no use of 
laundry facilities or electronic devices such as stereos and cell phones. 

11. RAs are available to help students with their studies. The RD or Board may also bring in outside 
tutors, as needed.

12. Residents are responsible for the tidiness and cleanliness of  the House. Each student is 
responsible for doing chores -- in the House and on the grounds -- and extra jobs upon request 
of  the cook, RDs, and RAs. Weekly chores must be completed before noon on Saturday. 

13. In addition to weekly House chores, students are responsible daily to see that their rooms are 
clean and neat.

14. An individual’s personal privacy should be respected. Students should not be in another student’s 
room unless that person is present. 

15. Students are allowed to arrange and decorate their own rooms. Painting or otherwise altering the 
room must be cleared with the RD.  Decorations must be hung in a way that does not harm the 
walls. Any decoration may be removed at the discretion of  the RD. 

16. Soiled clothing must be kept in a laundry bag or hamper. 

17. House damage should be reported to the RD immediately. The person who caused the damage 
may be responsible for speedy replacement or repair. Anonymous damage is the shared 
responsibility of  the whole House. 

18. No pets are allowed in the House. 

19. Students are not permitted to smoke. 
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20. No student may drive a car while participating in the ABC program. An exception is made for 
students participating in a driver education course. Students enrolled in this course may drive 
with supervision of  the driver education instructor or an adult connected with the ABC 
program.

21. Students are responsible for reading all posted information on the House bulletin board. 

22. The ABC House is part of  a larger neighborhood and community. The care of  the exterior of  
the house and yard are part of  the shared responsibilities of  the House residents and the Board. 

23. Inappropriate computer use is grounds for disciplinary action. Inappropriate use includes, for 
example, downloading offensive or inappropriate material, sending harassing or fraudulent e-
mails, installing software, or downloading free games, utilities, or software.
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